
From Hearts to Handwriting:
Students Engage in Interprofessional Service Learning

OT Process at the Unity Clinic 

Health Fair

Step 1: Sharing a brief introduction of OT 

with families.

Step 2 : Guide to screening

● Parents stay at the information 

booth gaining knowledge of fine 

motor activities.

● Children guided to handwriting 

table with stickers. 

Step 3 : Screening

● OT Student guides the child in 

the Wold Handwriting Screening 

and gathers data.

Step 4 : Caregiver Education

● If further evaluation is needed, 

the caregivers receive their 

child’s scores to take with them 

to their teacher and physician. 

● OT provides education on 

where OT services are 

provided, and 

recommendations based on 

their child's results.

● Families get a home activities 

resource sheet to take with 

them.

The Student Experience

● Handwriting Screenings:

○ Real world experience 

administering and scoring 

assessments, 

communicating with 

caregivers, and providing 

resources!

● Interprofessional Education

○ Students got experience 

explaining the role of OT to 

other disciplines as well as 

visiting other disciplines 

and learning their roles.
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Assessment Tool: The Wold Sentence Copy Test is a 
timed test designed to evaluate the child's speed and 
accuracy when copying a sentence from the top of a 
page to the lines on the rest of the page.

Data Collection Form: The form above was de-
identified for each child. It assessed performance skills 
that directly or indirectly impact handwriting and other 
occupations involved in school participation. It also 
included contextual factors to be taken into 
consideration. It easily identified when further 
assessment was needed. 

● It becomes more challenging to “catch up” the 

further behind a child gets in school.

● Many children need related services such as 

OT to meet their individual needs in learning.

● Based on data collected, many of these 

children are struggling in school but do not 

receive the help that they need. 

Next Steps 

● Continue to advocate for occupational therapy 

services for children at risk for fine motor 

delay.

● Continue to train students on administering and 

scoring the assessment tool as well as talking 

with parents.

● Continue to collaborate with the other health 

professions in community outreach events.The educational materials are provided in 

English and Spanish!
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Background
“Interprofessional education occurs when students from two or more professions learn about, from, and with each other to enable effective collaboration and improve health outcomes…This is a key step in moving health systems from fragmentation to 

a position of strength.” (WHO, 2010) As occupational therapy students we got to collaborate with our peers across all the colleges at OUHSC for increased access to healthcare and school readiness for the OKC community. One of the screenings we 

provided assessed handwriting for school aged children. This screening was a quick and impactful way we could use our occupational therapy skills to support school readiness for children in our community.

● Working as a Team

○ We got to work 

interprofessionally with 

medical, physician 

associate, audiology, 

nursing, social work,  and 

dental students!

○ We were taking blood 

pressure, A1C, and 

providing handwriting 

Screenings.
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